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GOVERNOR DRYSDALE’S FIRST SPEECH 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN 1723. 


‘[We continue here our Selections from the Pole Papers which 
we commenced in our last number, and shall conclude in the 
present. The documents now submitted relate to the adminis- 
tration of Lieutenant Governor Drysdale, which passed off so 
calmly and quietly that it has been but slightly noticed by our 
historians. Burk does not even mention it, and Grahame slurs 
it over in a single sentence, making it a mere parenthesis be- 
tween the government of Spotswood going before, and that of 
Gooch following after it. Chalmers is more particular; but his 
account is manifestly harsh, and unjust both to the Governor 
and the General Assembly ; whom he seems to have regarded 
with a jaundiced eye. We may quote the two last sentences of 
it, however; which, omitting the single word “ interested,” are 
no doubt quite correct, and which our documents may serve to 
illustrate and confirm. ‘Owing to the interested amity be- 
tween the chief ruler, the counsellors, and the burgesses, the 
affairs of Virginia glided on, during the remainder of the pre- 
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sent reign, in a stream of prosperous quiet. Drysdale congrat- 
ulated the Duke of Newcastle, ‘that the benign influence of his 
auspicious sovereign were conspicuous here, in a general har- 
mony and contentment amongst all ranks of persons.’” 
Chalmers’ Introduction, Vol. II., p. 79.} 


Gentlemen of the Council and House of Burgesses. 


Having the Honour conferred upon me by our Soveraign 
Lord the King, to be sent hither to Command as his Lieut. 
Gov’r, I judged it requisite for the benefit of the Colony, 
to call you in Assembly, that thereby you might have an 
opportunity given you of meeting together and consulting 
among yourselves, what may most advance your prosperity, 
happiness and security. I come impowered by my Instruc- 
tions, and prepared by my inclinations to give you my help- 
ing hand to all such Bills thus tendered to me, and as my 
Intentions are during the Course of my Administration to 
preserve you in the full possession of those Rights and 
propertys you enjoy, under the mild Influence of our pre- 
sent happy Establishment, which I can’t better Express, 
than in the Words lately delivered from the Throne, That 
I will make the Laws the Rule and Measure of all my ac- 
tions. So I must on the other hand acquaint you, That I 
am firmly resolved to maintain his Ma’ties Authority and 
prerogative, and answer that confidence he has been pleas- 
ed to Lodge in me, with Resolution, firmness and Loyalty. 


Gent. of the House of Burgesses. 


I do not determine how far you may think it necessary 
for your Service, to lay Dutys as formerly practiced on 
some of your imported Commoditys, to recruit that Fund 
now neare Exhausted, which you Employed so well for the 
lessening the Levy per poll, and for some other useful Ser- 
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vices ef the Country; I wholly leave the matter to be dis- 
cussed among yourselves, aud shall proceed to recommend 
to the Council and your thoughts, some affairs that deserve 
your more imediate attention, 

Your Laws seem very deficient in the due punishing any 
intended Insurrection of your Slaves, you have had a late 
Experience of ye Lameness of them; I am persuaded you 
are all too well acquainted with the Cruel dispositions of 
those Creatures, when they have it in their power to de- 
stroy or distress, to let Slipp this faire opportunity of mak- 
ing more propper Laws against them, or at least to enquire 
whether any thing is wanting to Enforce those Laws now 
in being. 

The surest method to prevent any fatall Consequences, 
that may arise from their wicked designs, is to put your 
Militia in a better posture of defence than at present they 
seem to be. I observe in the Journals of your last House 
of Burgesses, that they postpon’d the Consideration on 
that head to the next Session of Assembly ; I flatter my- 
self now, that None among you, will be so much wanting 
to your own Safetys, as to suffer such a Body of Men as 
this Colony affords to appeare, as hitherto, useless; for by 
a right Regulating of them, you are able to show yourselves, 
terrible to your Slaves, formidable to the Indians, and in a 
readiness to oppose all Enemys that dare presume to mo- 
lest you. 

I could not Excuse myself, if I omitted on this occasion, 
representing to you the Languishing Condition of your 
Tobacco Trade, almost destroyed by the gross ffrauds and 
abuses that are lately crept into it; ‘tis too Nice a point 
for me to propose remedys ; your own Sufferings will awa- 
ken you to the Consideration of what is most propper to 
apply for the recovery of it: If you can fall on any expe- 
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dients agreeable to the Interest of the Crown, and those 
concerned in the Trade, I shall readily assist you in pro- 
moting them to the best of my power. 


Gent. of the Council and House of Burgesses. 


Iam pleased that I can congratulate with you on the 
Seasonable Discovery and prevention of some pernicious 
Attempts carried on at home to dethrone our gracious King 
and unhinge his Government. I need not Expatiate on 
the miserys that would have reached us had that unnaturall 
Rebellion succeeded, the Temper of our Enemys would 
soon make us sensible of the Treatment we were to ex- 
pect at their hands. Nor need I labour to acquaint you, 
what is your Duty on this occasion, your ffidelity and affec- 
tion to his Majesty will more propperly Instruct you. 

I have nothing more to add to your present Consulta- 
tions, than to assure you, that what can in reason be de- 
manded, and is ia my power to grant, you shall never want 

- my concurrence, or assistance, for; I have your Welfare 
sincerely at heart, and since I have no other Views but 
what you all aim at, which is the King’s Service, and the 
good of this Colony, I hope we shall unite and agree ia 
the same Measures to Compass them. 

May the 10th, 1723. HUGH DRYSDALE. 


ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES. 
To the Hon'ble Hugh Drysdale his Ma’ ties Lieut. Gov’r and 
Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Vir- 
ginia, 
Tue Houmsre Appress or tHE House or BurcEsses. 


May it Please your Honour. 
We his Ma’ties most Dutyfull and Loyal Subjects the 
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Burgesses now met in Assembly, beg leave to render your 
Honour our most hearty thanks, for the zeal you have been 
pleased to Express for the Welfare and prosperity of this 
Colony, in your most kind and affectionate Speech, de- 
livered to us, at the opening this Session. 

We must always esteem it the greatest happiness can 
befall a people to be governed by the Laws of their Coun- 
try, under the direction of a person whose Inclinations 
lead him to advance their Interest and prosperity; you, 
Sir, by your Example truly delineate to us the paths to 
those most valuable Blessings of Union and Agreement, 
and by your mild and equall administration give us hopes 
of Entire Satisfaction during the time of your presiding 
over us. 

We are highly sensible of the Blessings We enjoy under 
the present Establishment of the Crown of Great Britain, 
and must reflect with abhorrence on the Wicked and Trai- 
torous attempts which have been made to Dethrone the 
best of Kings; and as our ancestors have ever acted with 
firm and Steady Loyalty to their Soveraign, so we shall 
strictly persevere therein. 

We are greatly Encouraged, from the assurance your 
Honour is pleased to give of your assistance, to prepare 
such Laws as may tend most to his Majesties Service, and 
for Securing the Lives and Advancing the Interests of his 
Subjects here; and humbly beg leave to assure you, we 
will most heartily endeavour to find the most effectuall 
means to attain those ends. 


GOVERNOR DRYSDALE’S ANSWER. 
Mr. Speaker and Gent. of the House of Burgesses. 


I am glad to find that what I have Communicated to you 
at the opening of this Session of Assembly meets with 
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your approbation. 
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I thank you for your kind address, and 


I assure you while I have the Honour of presiding among 


you, I will pursue the true 
Colony. 


Interest and Welfare of the 


A LIST OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES, 


Assembled in 1723. 


Tully Robinson. 
Edm/’d Scarburgh 
Sam’! Harwood, 
John Stith. 
Rob’t Jones. 
Wm. Dangerfield. 
James Pickets. 
Thomas Wythe. 
Giles Cooke. 
Henry Willis. 
Wm. Randolph. 
Johu Bolling. 
Nich. Merriwether. 
Hanover. ; Richard Harris. 
James Town, Wm. Brodnax. 
James Archibald Blair. 
City. John Clayton. 


Tsle of Henry Applewhaite 
Wight. Joseph Godwyn. 


Accomack. ; 
Charles 
City. 
Essex. ; 


Eliz. City. ; 
Glocester. ; 


Henrico. ; 


King and § Richard Johnson. 
Queen. George Braxton. 
King William Aylet. 
William. 2 John Childs. 
King Nicholas Smith. 
George. } William Thornton. 
Lancas- § Edwin Conway. 
ter. William Ball. 
Middle- § Mathew Kemp. 
ser. Edwin Thacher. 


Northum- 
berland. 


Nanse- 
mond. 


New Kent 


Peter Presly. 
George Ball. 
Thomas Goodwin. 
Henry Baker. 
John Thornton. 
Thomas Massey. 
William Crafford. 
George Newton. 
Robert Bolling. 
John Poythress. 
Henry Sprat. 
Maximilian Boush. 
Charles Barber. 
Thomas Griffin. 
Larkin Chew. 
Francis Thornton. 
George Mason. 
William Robinson. 
Westmore- § Geo. Eskridge. 
land. Daniell McCarty. 
Williamsburgh, Jno. Holloway, 
Speaker. 
William Cole. 
William Roscow. 
Geo. Harmanson. 
Thos. Harmanson. 
William Grey. 
Henry Harrison. 
Lawrence Smith. 
Edward Tabb. 


Norfolk. 


Prince 
George. 
Princess 
Anne. 
Rich- 
mond. 
Spotsyl- 
vania. 


Stafford. 


Warwick. ; 


North- ; 
; 


ampton. 


Surry. 





York. 
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NUMBER OF TITHABLES IN VIRGINIA, 
IN 1723. 


Heurico, 1922; Essex, 

Prince George, 1387| Richmond, 
Surry, 1712} Westmoreland, 
Isle of Wight, 1686) Lancaster, 
Nansemond, 1466) Northumberland, 
Princess Anne, 1000) Hanover, 
Norfolk, 1127/| Middlesex, 
Elizabeth City, 753)| King George, 
Warwick, 631|Northampton, 
York, 1525/Stafford, 

James City, 1265|Spotsylvania 
New Kent, 1216) Accomack, 

King William, 2045)\ Charles City, 
King & Queen, 2422 
Glocester, 3260 Total, 





GOVERNOR DRYSDALE’S SECOND SPEECH 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN 1726. 


Gentlemen of the Council and House of Burgesses. 


It is with Intire Satifaction, That I meet you a second 
time in Assembly, to give you new opportunitys of consult- 
ing among yourselves what may be further necessary for 
your happiness and prosperity. 

The reasons that prevailed with me to agree to so many 
prorogations, were partly to save the Country Charges, af- 
ter such a Loss as they suffered in their Cropps by the last 
year’s Gust, and partly because I heard of no grievances 
wanting to be redressed, all persons and things being in a 
perfect Calm and Tranquility. 

And indeed it is not so much any necessity of State that 
has now occasioned your meeting, as that you might have 
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an opportunity to defray the Usual Debts and Contingen- 
cys which how inconsiderable soever they are, it seems can- 
not be discharged by your Constitution without an Assem- 
bly. 


Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses. 


You laid a Duty last Session on Liquors and Slaves Im- 
ported as had been done by former Assemblys with very 
good Effect, to make those Assemblys more easy to the 
Country by lessening the Levy per poll; But the Interfer- 
ing Interest of the Affrican Company has deprived us of 
that advantage, and has obtained a repeal of that Law, But 
a Duty on Liquors being expressly recommended in my 
Instructions, if you think fit to Enact it, by itself, I am 
persuaded it will meet with approbation at home. 

As I never had any design upon the Country to make 
gain for myself, I think (Gent’n) I may with a better grace 
recommend to your Considerations the Contributing some 
assistance towards the support of a Work which in my 
Judgment, (if duly cultivated,) would prove of great Ser- 
vice to your Country and posterity; I meane the College 
it lys in a Languishing Condition, and wants help to found 
their full Number of Masters, which when once perfected, 
will make a Noble Seminary not only for the Education of 
your young Gentlemen in the Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
but for furnishing your Churches with a Set of Sober Di- 
vines born of yourselves and bred among you ; advantages 
of greater Importance than at present you may be aware 
of. 

I doubt I shall be under a necessity, through an ill state 
of health to take a Passage to England, but (with God’s 
assistance) I intend to return to you with all Expedition. 

I am truly sensible of your good Dispositions to his Ma- 
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jestys Government, and of your great respects to myself, 
which calls upon me to promise you, that if there is any 
thing I can do for you during my stay in England, I shall 
think myself happy to have an occasion to show my rea- 
diness to serve so Loyal, peaceable and kind a Country as 
I have experienced you to be during my Administration, 
and I make no doubt, but that you’l so continue during 
my absence. 

In the Interim if you have any Usefull Laws to propose 
agreable to my Instructions, and I know you will propose 
no other; I shall be glad to pass them here, and will En- 
deavour to get them approved by his Sacred Majesty King 
George, whom God long bless and preserve. 

HUGH DRYSDALE. 

May the 12th, 1726. 


oo 4 


THE COUNCIL’S ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR. 


To the Honourable Hugh Drysdale, His Majesties Lieuten- 
ant Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia. 

May it Please Your Honour. 

We his Majesties most dutifull and loyal subjects the 
Council of Virginia gladly embrace this opportunity of our 
second meeting in Assembly to acknowledge our happi- 
ness under your Just and mild administration, and to re- 
turn our unfeigned thanks for your Honours kind and af- 
fectionate speech to both houses at the opening of this 
Session. 

As we are truly sensible that the ease of the people pre- 
vailed with your Honour to agree to so many prorogations 
of this Assembly, so we are equally satisfy’d that your call- 
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ing us together at this time proceeds from your regard to 
the publick credit, and we doubt not those debts and con- 
tingencies which have necessarily arisen since our last 
Session will be now cheerfully provided for to your Hon- 
our’s entire satisfaction. 


It is with the greatest gratitude that we reflect on the 
tender and generous concern you express for the good of 
us, and our posterity; and we beg leave to assure your 
Honour that as we have the same sentiments of those great 
advantages you are pleased so affectionately to point out 
to us, we shall not be wanting on our part to promote your 
Honours good intentions, and to give convincing proofs of 
the value we have for your recommendation. 


After the many instances of.your disinterested zeal for 
promoting the publick benefit of this Colony, we cannot 
but be deeply afflicted that the ill state of your health, and 


the necessity of repairing to England on that account 
should so soon deprive us of the happiness of your pre- 
sence. Permit us on this occasion to assure your Honour 
of our sincere wishes for your recovery and speedy return, 
and of our utmost care to preserve during your absence 
that loyal and peaceable temper, which your Honour so 
Justly observes to be the character of the people of this 
country ; and as your administration has hitherto been ac- 
companied with a remarkable tranquillity, it shall be our 
endeavour in all our Consultations to proceed with that 
Harmony which is necessary for accomplishing those views 
you have for the public Good, and to bring this Session to 
a happy conclusion. 
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THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES’ ADDRESS TO THE 
GOVERNOR. 


To the Honourable Hugh Drysdale, his Ma’ ties Lieut. Gov’r 
and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia, 

Tue Hume.e Appress or THE Hovse or Burcesses. 

Sir,—The Burgesses of this his Majestys most Afftient 
Colony of Virginia being persuaded from the experience 
they have had of your just and disinterested Administra- 
tion, that you have nothing more at heart than the publick 
good and welfare of the Subjects committed to your Care, 
Could not doubt but that some weighty Cause induced you 
to put off the meeting of this Assembly. 

Your inclination to do any thing which may contribute 
to the Ease and prosperity of the people is so conspicuous 
on every occasion, that We must acknowledge the present 
Calm and tranquillity to be the consequences of your Pru- 
‘dence and Moderation; And it would be the highest in- 
gratitude not to return you our unfeigned thanks as well 
for that happiness, as the singular kindness you have been 
pleased to express in your Affectionate Speech to this As- 
sembly for the people of this Country, and we shall con- 
stantly endeavour so to order our Steps, as not to forfeit 
the esteem and good opinion you have entertained of us. 

We and those whom we represent are extremely con- 
cerned that you have so long been afflicted with that lan- 
guishing and obstinate disease, which is new likely to de- 
prive us for a season of your residence among us. Yet 
we hope the Misfortune of your Absence will soon be re- 
paired by the recovery of your health, and your returning 
in safety to us, for which with the utmost sincerity we 
heartily pray. 
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ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


To the King’s most Excellent Majesty, The Humble Address 
of the Council and Burgesses of Virginia. 


Most Gracious Soveraign. 


We your Majestys most Dutyfull and Loyall Subjects the 
Couffcil and Burgesses of Virginia now met in a General 
Assembly humbly beg leave to congratulate your Majestys 
late deliverance from the great danger of the Seas and Safe 
return to your Kingdom of Great Britain. We are so great 
Sharers in your Majestys Wise and Mild Administration, 
tho’ so remote from your Royal presence, That we should 
be guilty of the highest Ingratitude if we were unconcern- 
ed in your Majestys fortunes to whose Care and Vigilance 
directed and assisted by the overruling providence of God 
the peace and Tranquility of all your large Dominions is 
entirely owing. 

We beg leave likewise most humbly to acquaint your 
Majesty That We have now had under our Considerationa 
good Work of great Consequence to us and our posterity, 
founded by your Ma’ties predecessors of Glorious Memory, 
the CoJlege of King William and Queen Mary in this Coun- 
try, and finding through divers accidents too long to Enuv- 
merate the Revenues of it so low that the Trustees were 
not able to found their full Number of Masters we have as 
hath been often done by former Assemblys, and agreeable 
to your Majestys gracious Instructions, now laid a Duty for 
a Term of years on all Liquors imported except from Great 
Britain out of which we have alotted two hundred pounds 
per Annum towards supporting this good work, And we 
humbly pray and hope That your Majesty whose zeal has 
been so conspicuous in encouraging the foundations of 
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Learning and Religion will be graciously pleased not to 
disapprove this act, and that after the Example of your 
Royal predecessors King William, Queen Mary and Queen 
Ann, will be graciously pleased of your Royal Bounty to 
contribute some further assistance towards perfecting this 
good Work out of your unapropriated and growing Rev- 
enue of Quit Rents in this Colony, or any other Way that 
your Majesty shall think more proper. 

We beg leave upon this Extraordinary occasion of our 
Lieu’t Governor’s going for England for his health humbly 
to offer to your Majesty our Unanimous Testimony of his 
just and mild Administration, and that he hath made it his 
business together with a Singular Zeal for your Majestys 
person and flamily to encourage peace and Justice in this 
your Majestys Government, without any Sinister Views of 
Self Interest. And now that he leaves us with the univer- 
sal good wishes of the Country, We beg leave to return to 
your Majesty our most hearty thanks for sending a person 
of your own Spirit and temper to preside over us, hoping 
upon the recovery of his health he will be restored to us 
in the same Station in which he hath behaved himself so 
industriously for your Majestys Service, and so much to the 
Contentment and Satisfaction of all your Majestys Sub- 
jects of this Colony. 


A LIST OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES, 


Assembled in 1726. 


Henry Searburgh. | Nanse- 5 Heery I Godwin. 


Accomac. Edmund Scarburgh' mond. Henry Baker. 
> ogg 3 Sam’l Seoweek belie 3 Tho Thornton. 
ity. 


John Stith. Kent. Thomas Massie. 
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Elizabeth 
City. 


on Rob’t Jones. 


ter. Henry Willis. 


Hanover. 


Glouces- ; Giles Cook. 
SR Richard Harris. 


Henrico. John Bolling. 


Robert Armistead. 
Thomas Wythe. 


Ww. Dangerfield. 


Nich. Merriwether. 


Wn. Randolph. 


James F Archibald Blair. 


City. John Clayton. 
James Town, Wm. Brodna 


xX. 


Isle of ; Henry Applewhaite 


Wight. 


Joseph Godwin. 


King and ; Richard Johnson. 


George Braxton. 


Wm. Thornton. 


; Nicholas Smith. 


Wm. Aylet. 
William. 


Philip Whitehead. 


Lancas- § Edwin Conway. 


ter. Wm. Ball. 


Middle- § Matthew Kemp, 
sex. Edwin Thacker. 


Henrico, 
Prince George, 
Surry, 

Isle of Wight, 
Nansemond, 
Norffolk, 
Princess Anne, 
Elizabeth City, 
Warwick, 
York, 

James City, 
Charles City, 
New Kent, 
King William, 
King and Queen, 


William Crafford. 
Norfolk. George Newton. 
North- 


ampton. 
Northum- 
berland. 
Princess 
Anne. 


George Harmanson 
Thomas Marshall. 
Peter Presly. 
George Ball. 
Henry Spratt. 
Maximilian Boush. 
Prince Robert Bolling. 
George. 3 John Poythress. 
Rich- Charles Barber. 
mond. ; Thomas Griffin. 
Spotsil- § Larkin Chew. 
vania, 3 F francis Thornton. 
George Mason. 

Ww m. Robinson. 
Wm. Gray. 

Henry H inten. 
Wm. Cole. 
Wm. Roscow. 
West- ; George Eskridge. 


Stafford. 


Surry. 


Warwick 


moreland. ) ‘Thomas Lee. 
Williamsburgh, Juno. Holloway, 
Speaker. 





York Lawrence Smith. 
Edward Tabb. 


NUMBER OF TITHABLES IN VIRGINIA, 
IN 1726. 


2453 
1624 
2049 
1844 
1692 
1188 
1046 
0813 
0701 
1625 
1347 
1082 
1348 
2389 
2685 


Glocester, 
Hanover, 
Essex, 
Lancaster, 
Northumberland, 
Westmoreland, 
Northampton, 
Spotsylvania, 
Middlesex, 
Richmond, 
Stafford, 
Accomack, 
King George, 
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COLONEL WILLIAM BYRD. 


Colonel William Byrd, the second of the name and title, 
was born, we suppose, at the seat of his father, at or near 
the falls of James River, (now Richmond,) on the 28th of 
March, 1674; and, at the early age of ten or eleven years, 
was sent over to England for his education. Here, we are 
told, ‘‘ under the particular care and direction of Sir Ro- 
bert Southwell, and ever favored with his particular instruc- 
tions, he made a happy proficiency in polite and various 
learning. By the same noble friend he was introduced 
to the acquaintance of many of the first persons of that 
age for knowledge, wit, virtue, birth, or high station; and 
particularly contracted a most intimate and bosom friend- 
ship with the learned and illustrious Charles Boyle, Earl of 
Orrery. He was called to the bar in the Middle Temple, 
studied for some time in the Low Countries, visited the 
Court of France, and was chosen Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety. Thus eminently fitted for the service and ornament 
of his country, he was made receiver general of his 
majesty’s revenue here; was thrice appointed public agent 
to the court and ministry of England ; and being thirty- 
seven years a member, at last became president of the 
council of this colony.” 

To this account we may add that, in the year 1727, he 
was appointed by Governor Gooch one of the commission- 
ers on the part of Virginia to meet the commissioners on 
the pa:t of North Carolina, and run the dividing line be- 
twixt the two colonies, which had been for some years in 
controversy between them; and discharged the office in a 
very able and satisfactory manner. Of this work whilst it 
was in progress, it appears that he kept a regular journal 
which he afterwards wrote out in a more extended form 
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for the amusement of his family and friends, and had fairly 
transcribed by a copyist in a large folio volume bound in 
parchment, which is still extant. He left also another 
similar journal entitled '‘ A Progress to the Mines,” in the 
year 1732; and a third entitled ‘A Journey to the Land 
of Eden,” (a new purchase so called,) in the year 1733; 
preserved in the same volume.* 


Colonel Byrd resided, for the greater part of his life, at 
his elegant seat of Westover, on the North side of James 
river, which he had inherited from his father, and had great- 
ly improved and embellished by his own care. He had 
also been duly mindful to furnish his establishment with a 
large and valuable Library, and to adorn it with a splendid 
collection of portraits. of his friends and acquaintances 
among the English nobility and gentry, by the first artists 
of the age. Here, we are told, he lived in a courtly style, 
and dispensed his polite and hospitable attentions to a large 
circle of guests and visiters, who were always happy to 
enjoy his conversation and the social pleasures of his fes- 
tive board. 


For his character, we are assured by one of his cotem- 
poraries, that he was ‘a well-bred gentleman, and polite 
companion, a splendid economist, and prudent father of a 
family ; the constant enemy of all exorbitant power, and 
hearty friend to the liberties of his country.’ To this we 
may add, what Mr. Burk has noted before us, that he had 


* These tracts have all been published together, by Edmund 
Ruffin, Esq., in a single volume, entitled “* The Westover Man- 
uscripts,” and are well worth reading for the curious and amu- 
sing information which they contain relating to the natural and 
social history of our State, and for the clear and pleasing style 
in which they are written. 
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a laudable zeal for collecting and preserving the memori- 
als and antiquities of his native land.* 

Colonel B. died at his own house, on the 26th of August, 
1744, in the 71st year of his age; and his body was buried 
in the garden where he had often walked, and where a 
monument of white marble still serves to indicate his grave, 
and, wern by time for more than a century of years, still 
recalls his memory with grateful praise.t 


‘ * Mr. B. adds in a note: ‘“ Manuscript copies of his public 
and private journal are in my possession, and the manuscript 
copies of the State records from whence I derived materials for 
my two first volumes were collected and preserved by him.”— 
Vol. 3rd., p. 114. 


t See the inscription copied in the Preface to the Westover 
Manuscripts, from which this notice is chiefly taken. 


THE RUNNING OF THE DIVIDING LINE 
BETWEEN VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, IN 1728. 


{As the running of the Dividing Line between Virginia and 
North Carolina, in the year 1728, was a transaction of some 
little importance and interest in our annals, we think it may be 
well to submit here a brief notice of the occasion of it, taken 
from the narrative of the affair by Colonel William Byrd, in 
“The Westover Manuscripts ;” and to add some documents re- 
lating to it which we have found where our readers might not 
be apt to look for them, in the Appendix to Williamson's His- 
tory of North Carolina, (vol. 2nd, p. 233,) and which may serve 
to make the narrative more complete.] 


Both the French and Spaniards had, in the name of their 
respective monarchs, long ago taken possession of that part 


7* 
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of the northern continent that now goes by the name of 
Carolina ; but finding it produced neither gold nor silver, 
as they greedily expected, and meeting such returns from 
the Indians as their own cruelty and treachery deserved, 
they totally abandoned it. In this deserted condition that 
country lay for the space of ninety years, till king Charles 
II., finding it a derelict, granted it away to the earl of Clar- 
endon and others, by his royal charter, dated March the 
24th, 1663. The boundary of that grant towards Virginia 
was a due west line from Luck island, (the same as Colle- 
ton island,) lying in 36. degrees of north latitude, quite to 
the South sea. 

But afterwards sir William Berkley, who was one of the 
grantees and at that time governor of Virginia, finding a 
territory of 31 miles in breadth between the inhabited part 
of Virginia and the above-mentioned boundary of Carolina, 
advised the lord Clarendon of it. And his lordship had 
interest enough with the king to obtain a second patent to 
include it, dated June the 30th, 1665. 

This last grant describes the bounds between Virginia 
and Carolina in these words: “ To run from the north end 
of Coratuck inlet, due west to Weyanoke creek, lying 
within or about the degree of thirty-six and thirty minutes 
of northern latitude, and from thence west, in a direct line, 
as far as the South sea.”” Without question, this boundary 
was well known at the time the charter was granted, but 
in a long course of years Weyanoke creek lost its name, 
so that it became a controversy where it lay. Some ancient 
persons in Virginia affirmed it was the same with Wicocon, 
and others again in Carolina were as positive it was Not- 
toway river. 

In the mean time, the people on the frontiers entered 
for land, and took out patents by guess, either from the 
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king or the lords proprietors. But the crown was like to be 
the loser by this uncertainty, because the terms both of 
taking up and seating land were easier much in Carolina. 
The yearly taxes to the public were likewise there less bur- 
thensome, which laid Virginia under a plain disadvantage. 

This consideration put that government upon entering 
into measures with North Carolina, to terminate the dis- 
pute, and settle a certain boundary between the two colo- 
nies. All the difficulty was, to find out which was truly 
Weyanoke creek. The difference was too considerable to 
be given up by either side, there being a territory of fifieen 
miles betwixt the two streams in controversy. 


However, till that matter could be adjusted, it was agreed 
on both sides, that no lands at all should be granted within 
the disputed bounds. Virginia observed this agreement 
punctually, but I am sorry I cannot say the same of North 
Curolina. The great officers of that province were loath 
to lose the fees accruing from the grants of land, and so 
private interest got the better of public spirit; and I wish 
that were the only place in the world where such politics 
are fashionable. 

All the steps that were taken afterwards in that affair, 
will best appear by the report of the Virginia commission- 
ers, recited in the order of council given at St. James’, 
March the Ist, 1710, set down in the appendix. * * * 


The lieutenant governor of Virginia, at that time colonel 
Spotswood, searching into the bottom of this affair, made 
very equitable proposals to Mr. Eden, at that time gover- 
nor of North Carolina, in order to put an end to this con- 
troversy. These, being formed into preliminaries, were 
signed by both governors, and transmitted to England, 
where they had the honour to be ratified by his late majesty 
and assented to by the lords proprietors of Carolina. 
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Accordingly am order was sent by the late king to Mr. 
Gooch, afterwards lieutenant governor of Virginia, to pur- 
sue those preliminaries exactly. In obedience thereunto, 
he was pleased to appoint three of the council of that co- 
lony to be commissioners on the part of Virginia, who, in 
conjunction with others to be named by the governor of 
North Carolina, were to settle the boundary between the 
two governments, upon the plan of the above-mentioned 
articles. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor of Virginia to the 
Governor of North Carolina. 


Wituramsszure, 15th December, 1727. 


“I should sooner have despatched your messenger and 
acknowledged thre favour of your’s of the sixth instant, had 
not the court of oyer and terminer which met on Monday 
last prevented till yesterday the meeting of the council, to 
whom I found it necessary to communicate the proposals 
you was pleased to mention. In answer to which I am 
now to tell you that we don’t think a previous conference 
needful; since the proposals for determining the bounda- 
ries, approved by his majesty and agreed to by the lords 
proprietors, are so plain as to admit of no ground for dis- 
pute, nor the commissioners any room for altering the rules 
therein prescribed; but it is agreed that whatever shall be 
necessary for enabling the commissioners to proceed on 
their business may be concerted by letter, to which purpose 
your commissioners will receive by this conveyance from 
ours what they judge fit to be agreed on for the better car- 
rying on the service.” 
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Extract of a Letter from the Virginia Commissioners to the 


North Carolina Commissioners. 


“Viremnta, 16th December, 1727. 


« Gentlemen,—We are sorry we can’t have the pleasure 
of meeting you in January next, as it was desired by your 
governor's letter; the season of the year in which that was 
proposed to be done, and the distance of our habitations 
from your frontiers will make our excuse reasonable; be- 
sides, his majesty’s orders mark our business so plainly that 
we are persuaded there can be no difficulty about the con- 
struction of it. After this what imaginable dispute can 
arise among gentlemen who meet together with minds 
averse to chicane, and with inclinations to do equal justice, 
both to his majesty and the lords preprietors, in which dis- 
position we make no doubt the commissioners on each side 
will find one another. We are fully impowered to agree 
at our first meeting on what preliminaries shall be thought 
necessary, which we hope you will likewise be, that an af- 
fair of so great consequence may meet with no delay or 
disappointment. 

“ We think it very proper to acquaint you in what man- 
ner we intend to come provided, that so you being appoint- 
ed in the same station may, if you please, do the same 
honour to your country. We shall bring with us about 
twenty men furnished with provisions for thirty days; we 
shall have with us a tent and marquees for the convenience 
of ourselves and our servants. We bring as much wine 
and rum as will enable us and our men to drink every night 
to the good success of the following day; and because we 
understand there are gentiles on the frontiers, who never 
had an opportunity of being baptized, we shall have a chap- 
lain with us to make them christians. For this purpose 
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we intend to rest in our camp every Sunday that there may 
be leisure for so good awork. And whoever in that neigh- 
borhood is desirous of novelty may come and hear a good 
sermon. Of this you will please to give notice that the 
charitable intentions of this goverment may meet with the 
happier success.”’ 


The North Carolina commissioners, in their answer, take 
notice of the governor’s letter proposing a conference by 
letter; and they ask the opinion of the Virginia commis- 
sioners whether they will run through the Great Dismal, 
supposed near thirty miles, or take the latitude on each 
side of it—and they go on to say: 

‘** We shall also be glad to know what instruments you 
intend to use to observe the latitude and find the variation 
of the compass with, im order to fix a due west line; for 
we are told the last time the commissioners met, their in- 
struments varied several minutes, which we hope will not 
happen again, nor any other difficulty that may occasion 
any disappointment or delay, after we have been at the 
trouble of meeting in so remote a place, and with such at- 
tendance and equipage as you inform us you intend on 
your parts; though we are at a loss gentlemen whether to 
thank you for the particulars you give us of your tent stores 
and the manner you design to meet us. Had you been 
silent about it we had not wanted an excuse for not meet- 
ing you in the same manner; but now you force us to ex- 
pose the nakedness of our country, and to tell you we 
cannot possibly meet you in the manner our great respect 
to you would make us glad to do, whom we are not emu- 
lous of outdoing unless in care and diligence in the affair 
we come to meet you about. So all we answer to that ar- 
ticle is, that we will endeavor to provide as well as the cir- 
cumstances of things will admit us; and what we may 
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want in necessaries will we hope be made up in the spirit- 
ual comfort we expect from your chaplain, of whom we 
shall give notice as you desire to all lovers of novelty, and 
doubt not of a great many boundary christians.” 


Boundary Line. 


From the coast to the Great Dismal 
Through the Dismal - - ° 
To Black Water - “ é s 


OLD LETTERS. 


[We copy the following Old Letters from the originals which 
have been obligingly presented to us by a young gentleman who 
is, we understand, a remote descendant of Major Mayo, and 
who held them as family relics; but thought that they might 
properly serve to aid our object in this work.] 


From Colonel William Byrd to Major William Mayo. 


Westover, THE 26TH oF Aveust, 1731. 


Sir,—I have lately been afflicted with a severe Fever, 
and now tis off recover very slowly. I have so indifferent 
an opinion of my self, that I dare not undertake so long a 
Journey into the woods next month as we proposed. I 
send you this timely notice, that so you may attend your 
Other affairs, and particularly may run the Line betwixt 
your County and that of Hannover. But which way so- 
ever you direct your Course, I hope you wont forget to look 
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out Sharp for »* and if you find any, I depend upon 
your Justice that you will let me come in for a share, in 
requital of discovering it to you. I shall want a pretty 
large quantity to make all the Tryals I propose, for which 
I depend upon you. The places where you may hope to 
find most of it are, the north sides of mountains and very 
high hills, that are shaded with trees. The season is from 
the tenth of September, til the middle of October, in which 
Interval you will easyest discover it by the scarlet seeds. 
You will perform your promise in telling the secret to no 
mortal, by which you will approve your veracity very much 
to Sir, Your most humble servant, 
W. BYRD. 


From Major William Mayo to a Gentleman in Barbadoes. 


GoocHLAND IN VireiniA, 277TH: Avea., 1731. 


I heartily thank you for your good inclination towards 
being my Brother in Law, and I wish I could come to Bar- 
bados as you advise; as I have writ pretty largely to your 
Sister which I suppose she will shew you, I shall have the 
less occasion to enlarge upon that head to you,—Her For- 
tune tho’ not to be despised can be no temptation for me 
to come to Barbados under my Circumstances, when for 
ought I know I should lose more by such an undertaking. 
My Sincerity I think need not be called in question, and I 
think also that it would be an unpardonable baseness and 
such as I never was and I hope never shall be guilty of to 
trifle on such an occasion. 


* A word has been erased here, (most probably by the writer 
himself,) which we cannot quite make out. We take it, how- 
ever, to have been ginseng. 
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When you have seen my Letter to her and understand 
why I cant come to Barbadoes, I am persuaded that you 
will advise her to come to Virginia-to me, and if she do 
come she shall have no cause to reproach you for your ad- 
vice if I can help it, 


As to your affairs at Perratt’s Nest, Iam sorry to tell you 
that on the 19th of March last your Negro Quaccoo Hang’d 
himself, the Women are all in Health and all things goes 
on as well as can be expected. 

I shall get some Cows and Calves with some Sows and 
Pigs to begin a Stock for you this Fall, there will be corn 
and fodder for their Support. 


Ihave not been there lately nor to a Plantation of my 
own 8 miles higher up I have been so busy in attending 
Workmen about a new House—but I am well informed 
that you have extraordinary good Corn at Perratt’s Nest. 


I have paid Capt. Bowlar Cocke £25 Sterling for his half 
of your 1000 Acres and have taken his Bond of £200 to 
make the conveyance which I shall gett performed as soon 
as possible. Your 1000 acres will cost you £50 Sterling and 
I think you have such a pennyworth that you will have no 
Occasion to repine at the hardness of your bargain. 


I have drawn on Mr. Newport for £60 Sterling, the other 
4th I forbear to draw for waiting for an opportunity of buy- 
ing them with Two Negro Boys for you, I am told a Gui- 
nea man is expected Dayly. 

I thank you for the Yams Eddoes &c. sent with your 
letter of the 27th March last, such things will not come to 
such perfection in this Climate as to be worth the pains of 
Planting, and the great plenty of other good things that 
’ we have, make them the less wanted. 

I shall take what care I can about propagating the Fruit 
Stones, I have had Plum Stones from England and plant- 
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ed them here with no success, having been spoilt in bring- 
ing, yet nevertheless these may grow and I will try. 

I have had Peaches from the Stones you gave me when 
you was at my House, it is a good Peach and large but I 
think I have better and much larger and some has measur- 
ed 14 Inches about, and | think of as rich a juce as a Pine 
to the full, I wish I could have sent you and Mrs. Nanny 
some of them. I have had this year such a Plenty and 
I have found such a benefit by letting my Hogs come into 
the Orchard that I propose to plant 6 acres more, and I 
shall give directions to your Overseer to plant a good Or- 
chard, I will provide him with stones, 

I shall plant good Store of May Cherry Stones (others I 
have enough) if they come up as I hope they will your 
Overseer shall have a part. 1 have some young Trees now 
growing and some black damasons, I am promised this 
Winter some plum and Morello Cherry trees. 

The last time I was at Colo. Byrds his Lady desired me 
to send to Barbados for some Shells for her as Conk Shells 
Wilks and such Variety as.may be got, let me beg the fa- 
vour of you to get a small barrel full (enough may be had 
about Oistins and below Rock) and send them to Colo. 
William Byrd at Westover in James River and place the 
Charge to my Account. I am my Dear Friend, 

Your most humble serv’t, 


WM. MAYO. 


Sir,—The foregoing is a Copy of my last which I hope 
you have received—enclosed is a letter to your Sister which 
be pleased to deliver to her. 

I am dear sir, 
Your most affec’t serv’t, 
WM. MAYO. 


Dated foom the N. E. Corner of my Porch, 
The 14th Oct., 1731. 
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THE WESTOVER LIBRARY. 


Peterssure, Marcu 177ra, 1851. 


Dear Sir,—Enclosed I send you an account of the Byrd Li- 
brary, now forming a part of the Philadelphia Library. This 
memorandum was lately communicated to me by Lyman C. 
Draper, Esq., a gentleman, who, as you no doubt are aware, 
has been long engaged in a work which will throw a great deal 
of light upon the pioneer history and biography of Virginia, 
Ohio, Kentucky, &e. General George Rogers Clarke will be 
the prominent figure on the canvass. Some estimate of Mr. 
Draper's indefatigable labors in the prosecution of this work 
may be inferred from the fact, that his MS. materials when 
completed will probably fill fifty folio volumes. The work will 
appear, as I understand, during the next year. 

r. Draper, you will observe, is so obliging as to promise to 
send me some additional particulars, (relative to the “ Journals 
of the Dividing Line’) which I will forward to you. 

Yours respectfully, 


CHARLES CAMPBELL. 


Catalogue of the Westover Library, in the Philadelphia Li- 
brary. 


Soon after the death of Col. William Byrd, the younger, 
during the Revolutionary war, his widow (a Philadelphian) 
had the Westover Library sent to Philadelphia, where it 
was sold at auction. it appears that N. G. Dufief, a book- 
seller, Robert Proud the historian, the father of the present 
John Pennington, bookseller and importer, and others were 
among the purchasers. The present Mr. Pennington, when 
he commenced the book business in Philadelphia, a few 
years ago, placed several of the Byrd library volumes (which 
his father had purchased at the sale) upon his shelves, and 
sold them all, except one small volume, before I had any 
knowledge of the fact. The remaining volume—‘ Loci 
Communes, Londini, MDCLXX. having on it the Byrd coat 
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of arms, and the autograph of William Byrd—the elder, I 
presume ;—I bought as acuriosity and much prize it. This 
volume Mr. Pennington the elder could not have purchased 
at the original sale of the Byrd library, as upon the title 
page is written as follows:—*‘ Ex Libris Roberti Proudi, 
1782” (which I take to be Dominie Proud’s autograph, as 
he was fond of writing in Latin,) and immediately under- 
neath is added evidently in another hand-writing, ‘“ From 
W. Byrd’s Library, Virginia.” This goes to show that the 
Byrd library was sold as early as 1782, and perhaps one 
two or three years earlier. The catalogue is a three quire 
quarto volume, gilt-edged and gilt red morocco binding: 
on the back ‘“* Westover Library :’”’—title page, ‘‘ A Cata- 
logue of the Books in the Library at Westover, belonging 
to William Byrd, Esq.—J. Stretcn fecit.” 

It has also in pencil ‘‘ Wm. Mackenzie bought from N. 
G. Dufief, bookseller.” It elsewhere appears that this cat- 
alogue was one of 500 volumes, presented to the Philadel- 
phia library, by Wm. Mackenzie. In the catalogue I see 
no mention of the MS. Journals of Running the Dividing 
Line between Virginia and North Carolina in 1728—co- 
pies of which, I have heretofore informed you, are in the 
library of the American Philosophical Society, one judging 
from the title the same as that published among the “ West- 
over Manuscripts” at Petersburg, in 2841, the other the 
‘Secret History of the Dividing Line.” Neither of these 
have I yet found the right time to call and examine, and 
the only knowledge that I have of them is from the cata- 
logue of the Society which possesses them. Mr. Trego, 
the librarian, has kindly promised to exhibit them to me 
whenever I wish to see them. I shall make it a point to 
do so sooner or later and let you know about them. The 
catalogue of the Byrd library exhibits 3625 volumes, divi- 
ded as follows: History 467 volumes, Law 275, Physic 168, 





THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 89 


Classics and other Latin and Greek authors 540, French | 
books chiefly entertaining 439, Divinity 207, Entertaining, 
Poetry, Translations, &c. 484, Miscellaneous 1050. The 
Miscellaneous seem to have been added after the prece- 
ding, and embrace works of all characters, and I should 
think were probably the additions of the younger William 
Byrd to the original Library of his father. Had these lat- 
ter 1050 volumes been properly divided by subjects, and 
added to the others, I should suppose the relative subjects 
would have been represented nearly as follows :—History 
700, Classics, &c. 650, Entertaining, &c. 650, French 550, 
Law 350, Divinity 300, Scientific 225, Physic 200,—Total 
3,625. There are but very few novels catalogued. The 
histories mostly relate to Europe—Some few to New Eng- 
land. The dates of the editions of the works, history, &c. 
are seldom or never given. ‘History of Pennsylvania, 1 
vol. Svo,” the works of Hennepin, La Hontain, Thevenot, 
Purchas, Dampier, Wafec and Hackluyt’s History of the 
West Indies are mentioned. On Virginia History only the 
following are catalogued :—History of Virginia, 1 vol. 8vo.” 
There are three such entries, whether duplicates of the 
same work, there is nothing to determine: “ State of Vir- 
ginia 1 vol. 8vo,”—*‘*Smith’s History of Virginia 1 vol. 
folio:”—** Virginia Laws 1752, 1 vol. folio :’”—* Virginia 
Laws manuscript, 1 vol. folio :’’—Virginia Laws abridged, 
2 vols.”” (quarto or octavo—thus the list is headed, in which 
the work appears.) Beverley’s Abridgment 1 vol. 8vo. :” 
“ Beverley’s History of Virginia, 1 vol 8vo.” “ Records 
of the Virginia Company, 2 vols, folio.” There are 15 vol- 
umes of 8vo. pamphlets. These might have furnished some- 
thing on Virginia history. You will be disappointed that 
so little appears on Virginia history; you have also the 
consolation of knowing then that little has been lost. 
Among the larger works I noted the following: ‘‘ Monthly 


g* 
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Mercury” from 1688 to 1722, 8vo. 17 vols. Do. to 1742, 
4 vols. ‘‘Gentleman’s Magazine” 8 vols. ‘* Debates in 
Parliament’ 8vo, 22 vols. ‘Political State” 8vo. 26 vols. 
Do. 13 vols. ‘Philosophical Transactions’’ from 1665 to 
1719, 21 vols. ‘Acta Eruditorum” from 1682 to 1722, 40 
vols. ‘Universal History’? 20 vols. ‘‘ Histoire de |’ Aca- 
demie”’ from 1692 to 1718, 23.vols. “ Journal des Savans”’ 
24 vols. ‘Private Directions for Travels in England,” MS. 
1 vol. folio. Such works as “ Hudibras,” ‘ Devil on Two 
Sticks,” ‘‘ Milton’s Paradise Lost,” “‘ Tatler’ 4 vols. Life 
of Van Tromp also appear. 
Very respectfully, 
LYMAN C DRAPER. 


Leverington, Phila. Co., ‘) 


Murch 12, 1851. 


JAMES MOORE AND HIS FAMILY. 
Harrisonsure, October 28, 1850. 


Mr. Epitor,—As the following narrative of the Destruction 
and Captivity of James Moore’s Family has been substantially 
given to the public in Howe’s Historical Collections, the re- 
publication of it in your journal might seem to be superfluous. 
But as that statement contains some errors, and I have since 
obtained some additional facts, I have thought proper to re- 
write the whole, and request a place for it in your valuable 
work. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
HENRY BROWN. 


Much of the land in the north of Ireland having been 
sequestered in the reign of James I., many of the Scotch 
were induced to cross over and settle it; and to escape 
from the persecutions under Charles II., the parents of 
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James Moore, Sr., with many others, followed and join- - 
ed their brethren. In this country the descendants of 
these Scotch, from the north of Ireland, came under the 
general name of Scotch Irish. From Ireland, Mr. Moore 
emigrated to Virginia and settled on Walker’s Creek, in 
Rockbridge County. There he married Jane Walker, an 
emigrant from the same country, who was a lineal descen- 
dant of Joseph Allein, and Samuel Rutherford, distinguish- 
ed Presbyterian Clergymen in Scotland—the latter having 
been a member of the Assembly of Westminster Divines, 
and the former the author of a popular and useful book, 
called the “‘ Alarm to the Unconverted.” (A few years ago, 
the family Bible of Mr. Rutherford was, and probably yet 
is, in the possession of some of his descendants in the 
State of Kentucky ; and a copy of the family register for 
several generations is in the possession of the writer.) 
After his marriage, Mr. M. continued in the same neigh- 
borhood, and lived on a plantation now owned by Mr. 
James Youel; and there James, whose family is the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was born. When the latter grew up, 
he married Martha Poag and settled a few miles southwest 
of the Natural Bridge, at a place long known as “ Newel’s 
Tavern,”’ and where his three eldest children, viz. John, 
James and Joseph were born. 

Mr. Samuel Walker, a cousin of Mr. Moore, with others, 
had gone to the southwest of the State in quest of ginseng ; 
and on his return gave such a representation of the fertility 
of the soil, and its adaptedness to grazing, as induced Mr. 
M. to visit it; and about the year 1775, he, with others, 
removed to it. They settled in Abb’s Valley, Tazewell 
county, on the waters of Blue Stone, a branch of New 
River. The valley received its name from Absolom Loony, 
who first explored it. It was out of the usual track by 
which the Indians made their incursions on the settlements, 
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and this led to the hope that they might dwell in safety ; 
but in this they were sadly disappointed. At that time 
there were no Indians in Virginia east of the Ohio river, 
and no settlement of the whites west of the Alleghany 
mountains, until you reached the Lakes; and the former 
were determined that these mountains should be an eter- 
nal barrier between them; hence their incessant efforts to 
crush every attempt to settle on the forbidden territory. 
There with the aid of an old Englishman, by the name of Jno, 
Simpson, Mr. Moore cleared a piece of ground, and with 
his pious wife, (a member of the Presbyterian church,) 
erected his altar to God; and there he resided until the 
catastrophe we are about to relate. 

The Indians having ascertained that this settlement had 
been made, at once determined to destroy it, and for 
that object, made an incursion from their towns west of 
the Ohio, nearly every summer, at which times the settlers 
usually sought safety in forts, On one occasion, they came 
to the house of a Mr. John Poag, two and a half miles 
from Mr. Moore’s. On the night of the attack, several 
men being there, one of them who had been out remarked 
on his return, that they ‘‘ must keep a good look out for 
Indians, as he had heard an unusual noise in imitation of 
owls; and which he supposed to be the signal of different 
parties of Indians approaching the house.” After this, all 
the lights were extinguised. About 11 o’clock the attack 
was made. One of the men seized a gun which was not 
his own, which being double-triggerd, of which fact he 
was not aware, he pressed the muzzle against an Indian, 
and in attempting to shoot brake the triggers. The In- 
dians finding a greater number to contend with than they 
had anticipated, soon retired and did net renew the attack. 
After this, Mr. Poag, with most of the families, returned to 
the more thickly settled parts of Rockbridge, Botetourt 
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and Montgomery counties ; while Mr. M., with a few others 
remained. The first of his family who was captured was 
James, his second son, then fourteen years of age. This 
occurred September 7th, 1784. The captive who is still 
living, gives the following account of that event. 

“ My father sent me to the vacated plantation of Mr, 
Poag, for a horse to go to mill. The mill was twelve miles 
distant from where we lived, and the road to it passed 
through an unbroken forest. In consequence of the dis- 
tance, I had frequently to come home the greaier part of 
the way afler night, when it was very dark. Being thus 
accustomed to travel alone, I set out for the house without 
the least apprehension, but had not proceeded more than 
half way before a sudden panic came over me. The ap- 
pearance of the Indian who captured me was presented to 
my mind, although at the time I did not think of Indians, 
but rather that some huge animal in human shape would 
devour me. Such was the state of my alarm that I went 
on trembling, frequently looking back with the expectation 
of seeing the animal. Indeed, I would have returned home 
but for fear of displeasing my father ; being upbraided as a 
coward, and perhaps sent back. I therefore proceeded 
until I came near to the field, when suddenly three Indi- 
ans sprang from behind a log, one of whom seized me. 
Being much alarmed at the time with the apprehension al- 
luded to, and believing this to be the animal, I screamed 
with all my might. The Indian who had caught me, laid 
his hand on my head, and in his native tongue told me to 
‘hush!’ Looking him full in the face, and perceiving it to 
be a human being, I felt greatly relieved, and said aloud : 
‘It is an Indian! what need I fear?’ at the same time 
thinking, ‘ Well! all that is in it is, I will have to go to the 
Shawneetowns.’ 

‘‘In this company, there were only three, viz. a father 
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and son and one other. The first of these was called ‘the 
Black Wolf;’ he was a middle aged man about six feet high, 
having a black beard, and the sternest countenance I ever 
saw. He being my captor, I belonged to him. The others 
were about 18 years old, and all of the Shawnee tribe. We 
immediately proceeded to a cabin in a field, near to which 
the horses were. Here the old Wolf gave me some salt, 
which they had probably made at a lick, and told me to 
catch them. My object was to catch one, mount him, and 
make my escape. Suspecting my intention however, as 
often as I would get hold of him, they came running up 
and scared him away. Finding I could not catch one for 
myself, I had no disposition to catch one for them, and so, 
after a few efforts, I abandoned the attempt. This was about 
one o’clock in the afternoon. Having taken their kettle 
and blankets from a thicket where they had concealed them, 
we set out on our journey, and travelled down what is call- 
ed Tug Creek, which is the north branch of Sandy river; 
but in consequence of the briers, logs, and mountainous 
character of the country, only proceeded about eight miles 
that evening. This creek received its name from a party of 
men, who being almost famished, while travelling along its 
banks, were compelled to eat the Buffalo tugs or thongs 
they had with them. In our journey the young Indians 
went foremost, myself next, and the old Wolf behind; so 
that if any marks were made he might remove them. I 
frequently broke bushes, which he noticed, when witha 
shake of his Tawmahawk he gave me to understand what 
I might expect if I did not desist. I then scratched the 
ground with my feet; which he also discovered and com- 
pelled me to cease. As all my efforts to leave a trail 
were detected, they were of necessity given up. About 
sundown he gave a tremendous whoop, and another at sun- 
rise ; and this cry was repeated morning and evening through 
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our whole journey. It was long, loud and shrill; and in- 
tended to signify that they had one prisoner. Their cus- 
tom is to repeat the whoop until the repetitions equal the 
number of prisoners ; and in this way it can be known as 
far as it is heard, whether they have prisoners or scalps, 
and also the number of each. Though the night was dark 
and rainy, we lay down in a laurel thicket without food or 
fire. Having previously examined me to see whether I had 
a knife, the old Wolf tied one end of a leading halter se- 
curely around my neck, and the other around his arm, so 
as to render it impossible for me to disengage myself with- 
out waking him. But, notwithstanding my circumstances 
were thus gloomy, I slept soundly. Indeed I suppose no 
prisoner was ever more resigned to his fate. The next 
morning we resumed our journey and continued down Tug 
Creek about two miles, until we reached the main ridge of 
Tug mountain, along which we descended, until we came 
to Maxwell’s Gap. This Gap received its name from a Mr. 
Maxwell who was killed there by the Indians, while in the 
pursuit of the wife of Thomas English of Burk’s Garden, 
who was a prisoner. About this time, I was sent some 
distance for water, when supposing myself out of sight, I 
gave vent to my feelings and wept freely. On my return 
the old Indian who had watched me, pointed out the marks 
of tears on my face, when shaking his towmahawk over 
my head, he told me I must not do so again. Their object in 
sending me so far, was to ascertain whether I would at- 
tempt to escape, and as I did not, they no longer tied me. 
Here the old Wolf brought in a middle-sized Dutch oven 
which had been secreted on a former expedition, and as- 
signed the carriage of itto me. At first it was fastened to 
my back, but after suffering much, I threw it down saying 
I would uot carry it. Upon this, he laid down his bundle 
and told me to carry that. Finding that I could not even 
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lift it, I became more reconciled, took up the oven and af- 
ter several days filled it with leaves, placed it on my head 
and carried it with more comfort. We continued on the 
same ridge the whole of the following day, and encamped 
on it at night. A rain coming on in the evening, the son 
of the black Wolf pulled off my hat ; this I resented, struck 
him and took it away; but on his making it known that his 
object was to protect his gun-lock, I permitted him to use 
it, and when the rain was over he returned it. We travel- 
led three days without sustenance of any kind, save a re- 
freshing drink, which the Indians make by steeping the 
bark of the poplar in water. On the fourth day we killed 
a Buffalo, and after slightly rinsing the tripe, put it into a 
kettle with some pieces of the flesh, and made broth. Of 
this we drank heartily, but abstained from the flesh. At 
night we prepared another kettle of broth, still abstaining 
from the flesh. This is Indian policy after a long fast. 

‘T travelled the whole distance without shoes, and at this 
‘time having three stone-bruises on each foot, my sufferings 
were very severe. Some few days after the first we killed 
a second buffalo, which was very fat, and dried a sufficiency 
of the meat to last us several days. After this, we obtain- 
ed game as our wants required till the end of our journey. 
We crossed the Ohio on a raft made of dead logs, tied 
together with grape-vines. When we came to the Scioto, 
we remained one day, and here they made pictures ona 
tree, representing three Indians and one prisoner. Near 
to this place the old Wolf went off and procured some 
bullets which had been secreted ona former occasion. At 
the end of twenty days from the time we set out, we reach- 
ed their towns. These were situated on the Scioto, near 
to what is now Chilicothe. When they came near them 
they painted themselves black, but did not paint me, which 
was an omen of my safety. I was taken to the residence 
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of Woll’s half-sister, a short distance from their town, and 
sold to her for an old horse. The reason why I was not 
taken to the town, was first, because it was a time of peace ; 
and secondly, that I might be saved from running the 
gauntlet, which was the case with prisoners taken in the 
time of war. 

“Soon after I came to my new home, my mistress left me 
alone in her wigwam for several days with a kettle of hom- 
ony for my food, and in this lonely situation, I began to 
call upon God for mercy and deliverance, and found great 
relief I had been taught to pray; my father prayed in his 
family, and I now found the benefit of the religious in- 
struction and example I had enjoyed. Having cast my 
burdens on the Lord, I would arise from my knees, com- 
forted and cheerful. About two weeks after I was sold, 
my mistress sent me with others on a hunting excursion ; 
but in this we were very unsuccessful. The snow being 


knee-deep, my blanket too short to cover me, and having 


very little additional clothing, my sufferings were very great. 
After lying down at night, and attempting to get my feet 
under the blanket, my legs would become so benumbed 
with cold, that it was with difficulty I could stretch them 
out. Early in the morning the old Indian would put on a 
large fire, and then make myself and the younger Indians 
plunge all over in cold water. This I think was of great 
benefit, as it prevented us from taking cold. On our re- 
turn from the hunt, the old Indian gave me up to a Cap- 
tain Elliot, a trader from Detroit; but when my mistress 
heard of it she became very angry, threatened Elliot and 
got me back. Sometime in the following April, there was 
a dance at a town two miles distant, which I attended ; and 
where I met with a French wader from Detroit, by the 
name of Batest Ariome, who taking a fancy to me on ac- 
count of my resemblance to one of his sons, bought me 
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for fifty dollars in Indian money. I there also met with a 
Mr. Sherlock, a trader from Kentucky who had been a pri- 
soner to this Tribe, and had rescued a Jad captured in our 
neighborhood, by the name of Moffat, whose father though 
now in Kentucky was an intimate acquaintance of my 
father. I requested Mr. Sherlock to write to my father 
through Mr. Moffat, informing him ‘of my captivity, and 
that I had been purchased by a French trader, and was gone 
to Detroit. There is reason to believe that my father recei- 
ved this letter, and that it gave him the first intelligence of 
what had become of me.” 

We must pause here in our narrative to notice the de- 
struction and captivity of the remaining part of Mr. Moore’s 
family. 

(To be continued. ) 


REMINISCENCES OF REVOLUTIONARY AND SUB- 
SEQUENT TIMES. 


[We continue here our extracts from the autobiographical 
account of himself written by the late Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, 
of Philadelphia; which we commenced in our last number, and 
shall conclude in our next.]} 


THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY IN 1787. 


When I settled in Philadelphia, (in April 1787,) four 
years had elapsed since the independence of our country 
was established by the peace of Paris, But although the 
storm of war had ceased, the agitation of the waves which 
it had excited was not yet tranquilized. John Adams, the 
immediate successor of Washington in the Presidentship 
of the United States, was our first ambassador to the Court 
of London. On being introduced to the king, George the 
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Third, that monarch addressed him to the following effect: 
“Sir, I was the last man of my kingdom to consent to the 
independence of your country, and shall be the last to vio- 
late the treaty that confirms it.” In truth, it had been the 
king’s and people’s war; and the contrary opinion which 
had prevailed in this country was erroneous. The nation 
was mortified at the results of the war, and indignant at 
the loss of its colonies. On our side, too, many were yet 
living who had suffered beyond endurance, in the prison- 
ships of New York; and there was a still greater number 
who remembered, with unextinguished arger, the plunder- 
ings, desolations and insults of the British armies, in their 
marches through the various parts of our country. Con- 
gress, conformably to a treaty stipulation, had recommend- 
ed to the several States, then independent sovereignties, 
to restore the forfeited estates of the tories, or to give them 
an equivalent for their losses; but the recommendation 
was, in some instances, altogether disregarded, and in 
others very partially complied with. The British, on their 
part, refused to give up the forts which they held on the 
frontiers of our country, to indemnify the owners of the 
slaves who had been carried away by their armies, and 
they would enter into no commercial arrangements with us. 

Still, the universal love of money would have given us a 
measure of commerce, both with Britain and other Euro- 
pean nations, if we had been in a situation to be commer- 
cial. But we were not—we were exhausted by the revo- 
lutionary war; we owed a heavy debt to France, and a 
much larger one to the disbanded officers and soldiers who 
had fought our battles, and we had no pecuniary resource 
but from a direct tax on Jand and other real property, to 
which our citizens were generally and strongly opposed. 
Congress had in vain endeavoured to persuade the several 
States to cede to that body the exclusive right of raising a 
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revenue by a tariff on importations. It was manifest that 
unanimity in this matter was essential; since a free port in 
any one State of the Union would render the whole plan 
abortive. Rhode Island incurred much censure by an ob- 
stinate refusal to make the requisite concession. A mer- 
chant said in my hearing, that when a stranger wished to 
be introduced to him, he asked at once—*“ Are you, sir, 
from Rhode Island?” and if the answer was affirmative, he 
refused to take him by the hand, or to have any intercourse 
with him—an extreme case certainly, but marking a feeling 
in which many, in different degrees, participated. 

In the mean time, there was no adequate medium of 
commerce. The old continenta] currency had for some 
years become defunct; the precious metals being scarce, 
were chiefly in a few hands, and were often hoarded. Our 
late depreciated bank bills have reminded me of what I 
witnessed fifty-six years ago. The evils indeed, did not 
then proceed from bank bills, for there was at that time but 
one bank, that of North America, in the whole United 
States. But the popular clamour was, for the issuing of 
paper money by the State legislatures. Although they had 
seen the fate of the continental bills, and might have known 
that paper of any kind which cannot be converted into coin 
roust eventually depreciate, and that they must be taxed for 
its redemption, yet the popular voice prevailed. Some 
men who saw the impending mischief, stil] thought that the 
danger of a popular insurrection was so great that it was 
the less of two evils to give the populace what they de- 
manded; and accordingly in Pennsylvania and New Jer- 
sey, and perhaps in some other States paper money was is- 
sued. In Massachusetts the distress of the times produced 
an open rebellion. Its aspect was for a short period very 
threatening; for the number concerned was considerable, 
and they arrayed themselves in military attitude under a 
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leader by the name of Shays. It was, however, ultimately 
quelled without bloodshed. by the firmness, skill, and pru- 
dence of General Lincoln, who commanded the detach- 
ment of militia sent for the purpose by the government of 
the State. It was about this time that Dr. Witherspoon 
published his Essay on Money, which unquestionably had a 
degree of salutary influence, and which met with great ap- 
probation from men of enlightened minds. But it was 
easier to point out what was wrong and calculated to make 
bad worse, than to prescribe a practical and effectual re- 
medy for the grievous evils which existed. The fact was, 
that the whole community was in a state of suffering and 
depression. Industry was discouraged ; there was no ade- 
quate stimulus to prompt it; its surplus products were of 
litle value. I purchased the best oak wood for the winter 
supply of my family for fifteen shillings, or two dollars a 
cord. In a word, exertion was palsied; there was no pa- 
tronage for enterprise, no spirit for cultivating the useful 
arts, and gloomy forebodings pervaded the country. Even 
the surviving patriots of the revolution and the wisest men 
in our land, were for a time at a stand; and not a few of 
them were filled with fearful apprehensions, lest after the 
sacrifices which had been made, and the glorious termina- 
tion of the conflict for liberty which had been achieved, 
the boon, when in possession, would not prove a real 
blessing; that the country would not be able to pay its 
debts, that discontent would produce popular convulsions, 
that we should become the scoff and scorn of the enemies 
of freedom, and perhaps at last be subjected to a foreign 
or domestic tyrant. 

It was happy for us that the father of our country was 
still living and active, and that there were more than a few 
men, like minded with himself, who at length resolved to 
make a great effort to put a new aspect on our whole po- 
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litical and domestic condition. This led to the measures 
which issued in the Federal Convention, in the calling and 
conducting of which no man had a greater agency than 
James Madison, subsequently President of the United 
States. 

If you wish to see by what steps of gradual advance the 
Federal Convention came into being, you have only to 
consult ‘the Madison papers” at large: and especially 
the “Introduction to the debates in the Convention.” All 
that I have said in this letter, preceding the last sentence, 
was written before I had ever seen those papers, which did 
not come into my hands till yesterday ; so that I can truly 
say, that I have stated only my own reminiscences. But I 
am certainly much gratified at finding that my short state- 
ment is confirmed by the large details of Mr. Madison. 

After the publication of the constitution agreed on by 
the convention, it became the subject of much private dis- 
cussion, of essays pro and con in the newspapers, and of 
ardent debate in the legislatures and conventions of the 
individual States of the Union. For a time, it was dubious 
whether it would be ultimately adopted or rejected. Its 
friends were denominated Federalists, and its opposers 
anti-federalists. Messrs. Jay, Madison, and Hamilton, 
made an agreement, kept secret for a while, to write and 
publish a series of essays entitled The Federalist, explain- 
ing and vindicating the several articles of the constitution. 
Mr. Francis Hopkinson, also. one of the signers of the de- 
claration of our national independence, wrote and publish- 
ed a piece to which he gave the title, The New Roof; the 
drift of which was to ridicule and show the absurdity of all 
the allegations and objections of the anti-federalists. These 
were the most popular and durable publications on one 
side of the question; on the other side they were nume- 
rous, but so ephemeral that I cannot now recollect the title 
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or specific character of one of them. In fine, time, discus- 
sion and reflection gradually increased the number of the 
friends of the new constitution, till at length it was adopted 
by nine States, the number required by the constitution it- 
self to give it efficiency; and the first congress under it 
met in New York on the 10th of April, 1789. 

How much reason, have the people of this country to 
mark with devout gratitute to God, the very numerous and 
signal instances of the favourable interpositions of his pro- 
vidence in their bebalf. These instances were seen so im- 
pressively by General Washington, that he omitted no pro- 
per opportunity to notice them publicly. But what he did 
not notice, and perhaps never thought of, he was himself 
among the most precious blessings that a benignant Pro- 
vidence ever bestowed on a nation. God had endowed 
him with’a rare combination of qualities fitting him pre- 
eminently for the part he was destined to act, and pre- 
served him in safety and health, in war and peace, till the 
existing happy constitution of our country was established 
and put into action under his auspices. 


A FEDERAL PROCESSION. 


A little before the meeting of the first congress, under 
the present constitution of the United States, there was in 
Philadelphia a federal procession, which attracted much 
attention. Processions have since become familiar; but 
the one now in view was at the time it occurred a novelty ; 
nothing of the kind so far as I know having ever before 
taken place in the city. If, indeed, the character merely 
of this procession be considered, I am not aware that any’ 
thing similar has ever yet been seen in Philadelphia. Its 
design was to express publicly an approbation of the new 
constitution, by all classes of the community, from the day 
labourer.to the highest functionary of the commonwealth ; 
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and this design was successfully carried out in the execu- 
tion. A small, but elegant structure, denominated the 
Temple of Liberty, was erected on an elevated site at Bush 
Hill. The procession was formed in the city, and its 
course was directed to the temple, in the porch of which 
stood the orator of the day, James Wilson, Esq., afterwards 
an associate judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Although the city was then not more than one- 
third as populous as it now is, yet, as every man, whether 
of a sacred or secular vocation, had a right to make a part 
of it, and the greater number of all classes actually exer- 
cised that right, when the front of the procession reached 
Bush Hill, the rear had scarcely left the city. 


A TITLE FOR THE PRESIDENT. 


At the period we contemplate, I made a part of a com- 
pany, in which a conversation took place, the report of 
which I think you will receive with some interest. Dr, 
William Shippen, the first professor, and for a long time 
an eminent one, in the medical school of the University of 
Pennsylvania, had for his wife a lady of Virginia. It was, 
I suppose, in consequence of this, that when the Virginia 
delegation to the first congress arrived in Philadelphia, on 
their way to New York, he invited some of the members of 
that delegation, or perhaps the whole of them, to a dinner 
at his own house. I remember the names of Madison, 
Page and Lee, and I think there were one or two more. 
Chief Justice McKean, afterwards Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, and Mr. William Bingham, subsequently a mem- 
ber of the United States Senate, were likewise invited 
guests; and as the doctor was a member of my congrega- 
tion, he also honored me with an invitation. Soon after 
we had taken our seats in the drawing room, before dinner, 
the Chief Justice said to Mr. Madison—“ Have you thought, 
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sir, of a title for our new President?” Madison’s answer 
was in the negative; and he added, thzt in his judgment, 
no title, except that of President, would be necessary or 
proper. “Yes, sir,’ replied McKean, “he must have a 
title; and I have been examining the titles of certain prin- 
ces in Europe, to discover one that has not been appro- 
priated. Most Serene Highness, I find is: appropriated ; 
but Serene Highness, without the word most, is not appro- 
priated; and | think it will be proper that our President 
should be known by the style and title of His Serene High- 
ness, the President of the United States.’ This elicited an 
amicable controversy, which continued for some time, Ma- 
dison and his colleagues opposing, and McKean maintain- 
ing the propriety of conferring the title he had proposed 
on President Washington. 


THE LOCATION OF THE FEDERAL CITY. 


The men of the present generation have no just con- 
ception of the excitement produced by this subject, during 
the discussion of it in congress. The agitation it caused 
extended throughout the whole country. It was once de- 
cided, and afterwards the decision repealed. When it had 
thus become again an open question, Dr. Witherspoon 
wrote and published a short essay, the scope of which was 
to urge a delay in attempting to settle it, lest the attempt 
should produce a mischievous, if not a fatal disunion. “If 
I am rightly informed,” said he, “the disputes that have 
already taken place in congress upon this subject, have 
been carried on with greater virulence of temper, and acri- 
mony of expression, than on any other that has been under 
deliberation.” The point at issue was between a northern 
ora southern location. The west, which in a few years 
from the present time, will probably have a commanding 
majority in our national house of representatives, was but 
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little regarded. Ohio did not then exist as a State; her 
population, according to Morse, in 1791, two years after 
the question of location was decided, was but three thou- 
sand. Kentucky was then our most westerly State, and 
she was still in the cradle’ Her population, according to 
the former authority, was less than seventy-four thousand, 
But the north and the south carried on the conflict, and 
each obtained as many votes as possible in the national le- 
gislature. You are aware how the matter was finally set- 
tled, by deciding that congress should sit for ten years in 
Philadelphia, and then be permanently located in what is 
now the federal city. It was in 1790 that congress, under 
the present constitution, first met in Philadelphia—of 
course the removal to Washington was in 1800. 


AN OLD LADY. 


Ricumonp, Marca 14ra, 1851. 


Mr. Editor,—The following communication was, at my re- 
quest, prepared and handed to me by a lady whose appreciation 
of the relics of by-gone times accords well with yourown. I 
think it will interest some of your readers, and therefore respect- 
fully ask a place for it in your pages. 

Yours, &c. e 


In the month of January, 1851, I paid a long contem- 
plated visit to Mrs. P. , an old lady of upwards of four- 
score years and ten, residing in Henrico county, near Rich- 
mond. When I expressed a wish to hear her tell of 
the Revolutionary times, she said, ‘‘ well; honey, a whole 
parcel of the British rode up here one day; my husband 
happened to be away and so were all the hands but one 
man. ‘I had three little girls clinging around me and a 
baby in my arms. They said they must have meat and 
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bread and whatever they wanted, and asked for my keys— 
they soon had the most of my meat out of the smoke- 
house—my meal and flour; and they fried and baked and 
called for liquor, and said they must have forage for their 
horses—well, honey, they eat and drank, and tried to de- 
stroy what they could not eat and drink, and some of them 
said, ‘let’s make the Rebel drink a toast.’ ‘I said I did 
not drink’—then, with an oath they said, ‘ you shall drink.’ 
‘Well,’ I said, ‘give me a glass, and I’ll drink a toast for 
you.’ I then held up tie glass and said, ‘ Success to Gen- 
eral Washington, and destruction to Cornwallis.’ She did 
not say how they took the toast, but on they went rioting 
until she said 10 them, ‘I have given you my meat and 
bread, and food for your horses, and now if you go on de- 
stroying the little I have left, I will go myself to Cornwallis’s 
Camp and inform against you.’ After a while they mount- 
ed their horses and I was glad to see their backs, honey, 
though, said she, smiling, ‘I did not let them see how scar- 
ed I was.’ 

“Some days after this, another troop, not so large, came 
riding up—some were British and some Refugees—they 
begged for something to eat, and honey, they seemed al- 
most famished; they said they had not had any thing to 
eat for a day and night. I looked in the smoke-house and 
found a large joint of meat that the others, I suppose, had 
not seen. I told them to knock it down and had some 
fried for them and some bread baked—they ate mighty 
heartily and thanked me so much, that at last I said, ‘my 
good folks you have thanked me enough, just get on your 
horses and go away, and I shall be obliged to you.’ Their 
horses, poor ‘ereturs,’ looked jaded enough as they rode 
away.” 

In September, 1850, Mrs. P. had attained the age of 
ninety-four—she was able to walk about her house with a 
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stick, until about eighteen months ago; since then, her 
place is in her arm-chair, by the fire-side where her meals 
are given to her. Though so aged, there is nothing revolt- 
ing in her appearance—her pretty brown eyes and kind 
smile, still give to her face, a pleasant expression—her 
dress is as antique as her age—an old fashioned gown ex- 
tending only to the sides of the waist and worn with an 
apron in front, sleeves reaching to the elbows and gloves 
covering the arms, have now for warmth given place to 
the long sleeves of modern days. She was married at fif- 
teen and settled immediately on the farm where she has 
resided ever since. About two years ago, it was necessa- 
ry, her daughter told us, for her mother to sign her name 
to a paper which she wrote quite legibly by candle light, 
and without spectacles. Before that period she was quite 
active in attending to her domestic affairs, and generally 
employed herself in knitting—now, she is in a perfectly 
quiescent state, sitting in her elbow chair by the fire-side, 
and waiting for that tide which will gently waft her to the 
regions of Light and Life. 


SOCIAL EVILS. 


The more carefully we examine the history of the past, 
the more reason shall we find to dissent from those who 
imagine that our age has been fruitful of new social evils. 
The truth is that the evils are, with scarcely an exception, 
old. That which is new is the intelligence which discerns, 
and the humanity which remedies them.—.Macaulay. 
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ADVICE TO READERS. 


The Duke of Argyll, in a recent address to the mem- 
bers of the Glasgow Atheneum, said: ‘“ The first advice 
which I should give to the young men of Glasgow would 
be this, not to spend their time too much—I lay stress on 
the words too much—in mere newspaper reading. I do 
not wish to undervalue the high character and the very 
great ability of the better portion of the British press. I 
will not hesitate to say that there are articles continually 
appearing in the daily press, which for vigor of expression 
are equal to the best specimens of English literature. But 
the knowledge you acquire therefrom is necessarily more 
or less desultory and of a superficial character—and I 
would say to the young men of Glasgow, if you wish to be 
living always in the present, if you wish to have the din of 
its contentions always in your ears, and the flush of its 
fleeting interests for ever on your brow ; above all, if you 
wish to have your opinions ready made for you without the 
trouble of inquiry, without the discipline of thought, then 
come from your counting-houses, and spend a few spare 
hours in reading the exciting columns of the press. But 
if your ambition be nobler and your aim higher, you will 
find yourselves ofien passing from the door of the news- 
room to the door of the library, from the present to the 
past, from the living to the dead, to commune with thoughts 
that have stood the test of time, and that have been raised 
to the shelf of that library by the consent of all men. These 
do not contain mere floating information, but contain in- 
struction for all generations and for all times.” The Times 
comments thus on this speech :—‘ The Duke of Argyll has 
truth on his side. The majority of mankind have but little 
time, or strength, or interest, for reading. For the half 
hour at the end of a fatiguing day they must have some- 
thing that does not burden their attention, or keep it too 
long on one strain—something that they can change the 
moment they wish, something new or on matters of present 
interest. The newspaper is made forthe purpose. A man 
who every day, or every other day, runs his eye over such 
a miscellany, will pick up a good many facts, and occa- 
sionally an important train of thought or a solemn impres- 
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sion. That variety, however, which is best adapted to 
amuse and recreate the mind seldom passes below its sur- 
face. The duke points to a danger common to all classes, 
and to the readers of all journals. The past is apt to bea 
dead letter without a knowledge of the present; but the 
present is apt to be a very morbid and low sort of life with- 
out the knowledge of the past.——Literary World. 


LOST FRIENDS. 


My heart is in the past, 
Where memory hovers o’er 

The shades of forms too fair to last, 
That were but are no more. 


Yet think not they are lost, 
The spirits that have fled ; 

When all the precious tears they cost 
Embalm the sainted dead. 


And still the hope, not vain, 
Which nothing can destroy, 
That I shall clasp them all again, 

Turns grief itself to joy. 


Oh! it is sweeter far 
To think of those who were, 
Than to live on with those who are, 
And all their pleasures share. 
Memor. 
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Various Intelligence. 


From the Richmond Times, Jan. 27. 


CENSUS OF VIRGINIA. 


We have procured from the Printer to the State Convention 
a copy of the Tabular Statement prepared by the First Auditor 
of the Commonwealth, in compliance with a resolution adopted 
by the Convention on the 17th day of October, and showing the 

ree White, Free Coloured, Slave and Total Population of 
each county in the State, according to every Census from that 
of 1790 to that of 1850, with a Recapitulation of the aggregate 
population under the several heads in each of the four grand 
geographical divisions. We give at once the general results 
exhibited in the Recapitulation for 1830, 1840 and 1850. 


Census of 1830. 


Districts. White. F. Col'd. Slaves. Total. 
Valley 4,745 34,772 174,308 
Trans Alleghany... 183,854 1,598 18,665 204,117 
Piedmont 208 12,026 230,861 451,543 

23,980 185,457 381,438 


Aggregates.........694,302 47,349 469,755 1,211,406 
Census of 1840. 

y 5,188 33,697 175,681 
Trans Alleghany... 2:34,774 2,360 20,040 257,174 
Piedmont 198,868 13,031 222,460 434,359 

170,530 29,262 172,791 372,583 


740,968 49,841 448,988 1,239,797 

Census of 1850. 
Valley 5,319 38,798 207,294 
Trans Alleghany. . . 331,586 2,482 24,436 358,504 
Piedmont 216,716 13,166 234,057 463,939 
187,655 32,790 178.681 399,126 











Aggregates x 53,757 475,972 1,428,863 


The Auditor adds the following note at the foot of his tabu- 
lar statements ; 

“The population of the two great districts west of the Blue 
Ridge, in 1850, has been generally ascertained from the sched~- 
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ules of the Assistant Marshals, as they were returned to the 
Marshal’s office at Staunton. The most of the Assistants in 
the two great districts east of the Blue Ridge have reported to 
me the population of their counties or districts. I have used 
these reports, and resorted to the schedules as returned to the 
Marshal's office in Richmond, where direct reports were not 
received.” 

In order to exhibit more conspicuously the relative progress 
of Eastern and Western Virginia since 1840, we make up from 
the foregoing figures the following tabular comparison : 

1840 1850 

East—Whites, 369,398 404,371 
“ Free colored, 42,393 45,956 
“ Slaves, 395,251 412,738 


“* Total, 807,042 863,065 
West—W hites, 371,570 494.763 
“ Free colored, 7,548 7,801 
“ = Slaves, 53,737 63,234 


“ Total, 432,855 565,798 132,943 

We add a tabular view of the progress of Riehmond, Nor- 
folk and Petersburg : 

Whites. F.Col'd. Slaves. Total. 

Richmond, 1840. 10.718 1926 7509 20,153 

* 1850. 15,307 2269 9907 27,483 


Increase, 4,589 343 2398 7,330 


Petersburg, 1840. 5,565 2134 3637 = s-11,336 
“ 1850. 6,658 2024 5821 = 14,003 


Increase, 1,093 890 1684 3,667 


Norfolk, 1840. 6,185 1026 3709 10,920 
“ 1850. 9,068 957 4295 14,320 


_- 


Increase, 2,883 69 dec. 586 3,400 


THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA. 


The Second Annual Meeting of this benevolent and patriotic 
society was held in the Hall of the House of Delegates, on 
Thursday evening, the 13th February last, Governor Floyd pre- 
siding, when the Annual Report was read, and several interest- 
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ing addresses were made by Messrs. Robert G. Scott, of Rich- 
mond, Tazewell Taylor, of Norfolk, Dorman, of Lexington, 
Janney of Loudon, and Moncure, of Stafford, which appeared 
to be well received by all present. The report, since published, 
shows that the Society has been making good progress during 
the et! ge Thus we read, * the number that have actually 
migrated from Virginia, to Liberia, in 1850, is 107. Of these 
one went from Richmond, one from Petersburg. ove from Ports- 
mouth, twenty-four from Norfolk, thirty-six from Lexington, 
ten from Augusta, five from Jefferson, nine from Randolph, 
twelve from Fredericksburg four from Montgomery, and three 
from Harrisonburg ; total 107. 

“The money collected in the State during the same period, 
amounts to about $7,000, of which sum $4,681, have been ap- 
propriated to the removal of emigrants, and about $1,200 to 
agencies and incidental expenses. The agent is of opinion 
that any requisite amount of money would be subscribed, if the 
eg could be induced to emigrate in corresponding numbers. 

rom these facts, it results that the most important work which 
this society has to do, is to bring to bear additional and more 
persuasive agencies upon the free negroes themselves.” 

The report contains a brief but interesting history of the 
scheme of African Colonization, and a strong argument in favor 


of it, which we hope will be generally read, and duly weighed. 
We cordially commend the Society and its cause to the cun- 
stant and generous support of all our citizens. 


THE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The Annual Commencement of this institution was held in 
the Hall of the College, on Friday, the 14th ult., with the usual 
ceremonies, and with pleasing effect. Afterthe opening prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge, the Dean of the Faculty, Pro- 
fessor Maupin, announced the names of the candidates who had 
been examined and approved, and the Rev. Dr. Green, Presi- 
dent of !lampden Sidney College, proceeded accordingly to 
confer the degree of M. D. on the following gentlemen: 

Homer L. Anthony, of Pittsylvania; George M. Bowen, of 
Culpeper: Wm. Burke, of Richmond; Patrick H. Cabell, of 
Richmond: Daniel 8. Evans, of Campbell; Samuel C. Ghol- 
son, of Richmond; Meriwether Lewis, of Essex; John G. 
Lumpkin, of Hanover; John R. Marable, of Halifax; Wm. 
McGwigan, of Isle of Wight; David McQueen, of Richmond; 
Thomas B. Miller, of Summerville. Tenn. ; Samuel Nicholson, 
of Sussex; Robert F. Page, of King and Queen; Albert C. 


10* 





114 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


Pleasants, of Richmond; William A. L. Potts, of Maryland ; 
P. K. Reamey, of Henry; [Quintus A. Snead, of Goech- 
land; Wm. O. Snelling, of Chesterfield; John D. Stuart, of 
Patrick ; Adolphus B. Sutherland, of Richmond; Rebert P. 
Toney, of Franklin, N. C.; Alfred B. Tucker, of Winchester ; 
Joseph C. Vaiden, of James City; John B. Walthall, of South- 
ampton; Thomas J. Wooldridge, of Chesterfield. Honorary 
Degree—Edward D. Kernan. Russell county, Virginia. 

Dr. G. also presented the gold medal for the prize Essay, to 
Thomas B. Miller, of Summerville, Tennessee, with a suitable 
address; and Dr. C. P. Johnson followed with a very proper 
and becoming valedictory—which closed the proceedings. 

We are truly gratified to see and hear that the institution con- 
tinues to prosper, and is constantly growing in favor with all 
our citizens. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The General Assembly closed its session on Monday, the 3tst 
ult., having passed a great number of acts, some of which we 
consider as bighly important. We allude here, more particu- 
larly, to several acts concerning Internal Improvement, and the 
acts establishing ludependent Banks, which promise to give 
new activity to the spirit of enterprise among the people in all 
parts of our State. And we refer, also, with great satisfaction 
to the resolutions adopted with so much unanimity in answer 
to the communication from the State of South Carolina, on the 
subject of a Southern Congress; which define the position of 
Virginia in relation to the United States, as resting on the late 
compromise, and still loyal, as she ever has been, to the Union 
formed by the federal compact. in terms that must be highly 
gratifying to all our citizens. We record them here. 


Resolutions relative to the action of South Carolina on the subject 
of a proposed Southern Congress. 


“* Whereas the legislature of the State of South Carolina has 
assed an act to provide for the appointment of delegates to a 
outhern Congress, ‘to be intrusted with full power and author- 
ity to deliberate with the view and intention of arresting further 
aggression, and if possible, of restoring the constitutional rights 
of the South; and if not, to recommend due provision for their 
future safety and independence ;’ which act has been formally 
eommunicated to this General Assembly ; Be it therefore 


“Ist. Resolved, by the General ony of Virginia, That 
whilst this State deeply sympathizes with South Carolina in 
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the feelings excited by the unwarrantable interference of cer- 
tain of the non slaveholding States with our common institu- 
tions: and whilst diversity of opinion exists among the people 
of this Commonwealth in regard to the wisdom, justice, and 
constitutionality of the measures of the late Congress of the 
United States, taken as a whole, and commonly known as the 
Compromise measures; yet the legislature of Virginia deems it 
a duty to declare to her sister State of South Carolina, that the 
people of this State are unwilling to take any action (in conse- 
quence of the same) caleulated to destroy the integrity of this 
Union. 


“ Resolved, 2nd, That regarding the said acts of the Congress 
of the United States, taken together, as an adjustment of the 
exciting questions to which they relate, and cherishing the hope 
that, if fairly executed, they will restore to the country that har- 
mony and confidence whieh of late have been so unhappily dis- 
turbed, the State of Virginia deems it unwise (in the present 
condition of the country) to send delegates to the proposed 
Southern Congress. 


“ Resolved, 3d, That Virginia earnestly and affectionately ap- 
peals to her sister State of South Carolina, to desist from any 
meditated secession _— her part, which cannot but endanger 


the perpetuity of the Union and the benefits to all the States re- 
sulting from it. 


“ Resolved, 4th, That Virginia, believing the Constitution of 
the United States, if faithfully administered, provides adequate 
protection to the rights of all the States of this confederacy, 
and still looking to that instrument for defence within the Union, 
warned by the experience of the past, .he dangers of the present, 
and the hopes of the future. invokes all who live under it to ad- 
here more strictly to it, and to preserve, inviolate, the safeguards 
which it affords to the rights of individual States and the inter- 
ests of sectional minorities. 


“ Resolved, Sth, That all acts of legislation or combinations 
designed iv any way injuriousiy to affect the institution of sla- 
very, deserve the most unqualified reprobation, as peculiarly 
offensive tothe Southern States, aud must, if persisted in. in- 
evitably defeat the restoration of peaceful and harmonious sen- 
timents iv the States. 


* Resolved, Gth, That the Governor of this Commonwealth, 
be requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the Ex- 
excutive of the State of South Carolina, with the request that 
they be laid before her next Legislature ; and that copies be also 
transmitted to the Executive of each of the other States of thig 
Union, the State of Vermout only excepted.” 
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THE LATE JUDGE BROOKE. 


We regret to record that the venerable Judge Brooke, of the 
Court-of Appeals, died at his residence, St. Julien, near Fred- 
ericksburg. on the 3rd ult., in the 88th year of his age. 

Judge B. was one of the last surviving officers of our revolu- 
tionary war, having entered the army of his country as a first 
lieutenant in General Harrison's regiment of artillery, in the 

ear 1780, and making his first campaign under the Marquis 
Seater in the year 1781, during the invasion of our State 
by Lord Cornwallis. On the return of peace, he began the 
study of Law under his elder brother, Robert, (afterwards Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth.) and, in 1783, commenced the 
practice of his profession in Morgantown, in the North-Western 
corner of the State, (then somewhat of an Indian country,) 
where he was soon afterwards appointed Attorney for the Com- 
monwealth of that district. After residing here, however, for 
rather more than two years, he returned to Eastern Virginia, 
and settled at Tappahannock, practising in Essex, and the 
Northern Neck, with Bushrod Washington, Alexander Camp- 
bell, Warden, and some others, with great success. 

In 1794, and ’95, he represented the county of Essex in the 
House of Delegates. In 1796. he removed to Fredericksburg. 
and in 1804, while Speaker of the Senate, was elected Judge 
of the General Court, and thereafter rode the round of the Dis- 
trict Courts, until the Circuit Courts were established, when he 
was assigned to this circuit (beginning at Goochland, thence 
passing to Richmond, Hanover, Essex, Caroline, and Spottsyl- 
vania,) until 1811, when he was elected Judge of the Court of 
Appeals ; of which he was afterwards President for eight years, 
until 1831, when he was again elected a Judge of the new 
Court of yen under the New Constitution. 

For his character. Judge B. had been a spirited officer in his 
youth, and would no doubt have made a gallant general ia his 
riper years, (as he was actually appointed a Brigadier in 1802,) 
if there had been any occasion for his services in the field. As 
it was, however. his talents were only fully displayed in civil 
life. And here he was known as a distinguished lawyer, an ac- 
tive politician, and an eminent judge. Iv this last character, 
and more particularly as Judge and President of the Court of 
Appeals, he en'oyed a wide and well-deserved reputation for 
many years. He was here, indeed, we may say, primus inter 
pares in fact as well asin law. Itis true, he may not have been 
as learned, or as laborious in his researches, as some of his as- 
sociates of the same court; but the clearness and quickness of 
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his judgment, combined with his competent knowledge of law, 
and his large acquaintance with actual life, seemed to supply 
all other deficiencies, (if there were any,) and enabled him to 
discern the point, and untie the knot of almost every case, how- 
ever hard or complicated, with ready tact, and superior skill. 

In private life, Judge B. was one of the most amiable and 
agreeable men we have ever known. He was indeed a gentle- 
man of the old school, and a fine specimen of a former, and, in 
some respects, a better age. He appeared, accordingly, to 
great advantage in the social circle, where his neat and pleasing 

erson, his cheerful disposition, his courteous manners, and 
his sprightly conversation enlivened with frequent sallies of 
harmless pleasantry, and racy anecdotes of the “ olden time,” 
made him a charming companion even to the young, and al- 
most to the end of his days. 

For the rest, we may add that the Judge has left an interest- 
ing memoir of himself, (printed but not published,) entitled “‘A 
Narrative of My Life; for my Family :” from which we may 
give some extracts hereafter in our pages. In the mean time, 
we have felt that this brief and passing tribute to his memory 
was due alike to his public services and private worth. 


MR. MADISON’S INJUNCTION. 


The following brief but interesting relic of the venerable 
statesman and patriot, James Madison, was communicated some 
time ago to the National Intelligencer, by the Hon. Edward 
Coles, of our State, now residing in Philadelphia, who was for- 
merly private secretary to Mr. M., while he was President of 
the United States, and who “ received it,” as he avers, * from 
the late Mrs. M., after the death of her husband; and has it 
now in his possession in her hand writing.” 


“ADVICE TO MY COUNTRY. 


“ As this advice, if it ever see the light will not do so till Iam 
no more, it may be considered as issuing from the tomb, where 
truth alone can be respected, and the happiness of man alone 
consulted. It will be entitled, therefore, to whatever weight 
can be derived from good intentions, and from the experience of 
one who has served his country in various stations through a 
period of forty years; who espoused in his youth, and adhered 
through his life, to the cause of its liberty; and who has borne 
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a part in most of the great transactions which will constitute 
epochs of its destiny. 

“The advice nearest to my heart and deepest in my convic- 
tions is, that the Union of the States be cherished and perpetu- 
ated. Let the open enemy to it be regarded as a Pandora with 
her box opened ; and the disguised oue, as the serpent creeping 
with his deadly wiles into Paradise.” 


Miscellany. 


LITERARY MINUTES. 
HOME, 


It has been remarked by some one, that the Latin language 
has no synonyme for our good old English word home—for do- 
mus, it is said, means a house, any body’s house, your house as 
well as mine ;—and a house is not always a home. But this 
remark is not perhaps exactly true, but only nearly so; for itis 
clear, I think, that a Roman may and must have felt the appro- 
priating sentiment attached to the idea of the thing. and im- 
plied in our word for it, almost as well, if not quite as fully and 
strongly, as an Englishman, ora Virginian. Did not Catullus, 
for instance, feel himself at home, or something like it, when he 
wrote those exquisite lines on his return to his villa at Sirmio ? 


‘©O quid solutis beatius curis, 

Cum mens onus reponit, ac peregrino 
Labore fessi venimus larem ad nostrum, 
Desideratoque reqiiescimus lecto. 


‘“‘O, what so sweet as cares redress’d ! 
When the tir’d mind lays down its load ; 

When, with each foreign toil oppress’d, 
We reach at length our own abade ; 
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On our own wish’d for couch recline, 
And taste the bliss of sleep divine !” 


Is not the larem ad nostrum here fully equal to our own abode, 
and almost equal to our home ? 

But Montgomery, I remember, has remarked, that even 
these sweet lines of the Roman have been excelled by those of 
an English poet on a similar theme, “as every one,” he says, 
“ must feel who can compare the pure egotism of Catullus,” 
(in the lines quoted from him,) “ with the nobler sympathies of 
Coleridge,” in the following strain +. 


And now, beloved Stowey! I behold 

Thy church-tower, and methinks the four huge elms, 
Clustering, which mark the mansion of my friend, 
And close behind them, hidden from my view, 

Is my own lowly cottage, where my babe, 

And my babe's mother dwell in peace !—with light, 
And quickened footsteps thitherward I tread. 


Yes—I admit that these lines are ** beautiful exceedingly,” and 
triumph easily over the others; but it is only because a purer 
faith and consequent finer morality has enabled the writer to 
bring in the associations of church and marriage, which the 
poor Pagan bachelor knew nothing about, and so to cru ~n the 
charm and finish*the picture of his cottage home. 

After all, however, 1 must agree, and even maintain, that 
with these associations, fairly embraced in our term, the Latin 
domus cannot fully render our English home. 

. e 


LOST IDEAS. 


The ideas, as well as children, of our youth, often die before 
us; and our minds represent to us those tombs to which we are 
approaching, where, though the brass and marble remain, yet 
the inscriptions are effaced by time, and the imagery moulders 
away.— Locke. 
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THOUGHTS. 


“ Conscience,” says St. Austin, “is like a wife; the best of 
comforts, if good; the worst of naughts, if bad.” 

“ Old Age,” says Chateaubriand, “ is a traveller in the night- 
time ; the earth is hidden from sight, and he can see nothing 
but the heavens shining above his head.” 


ON A PORTRAICTURE OF POCAHONTAS. 
(In the style of her time.) 


This maiden of the Indian race 

Had but a copper-colour’d face ; 

But hear her storie trulie tolde, 

You'll saye her hearte was virgin golde.—MS, 


IMPROMPTU. 
To a young Lady who gave me a sprig of Yew. 


Ah! what do you mean by your gift? 
Ah! what do you mean, pretty Sue? 
O—now I discover your drift :— 
You mean that I ought to have you. 
Martial Minor. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received the interesting communication of our new 
correspondent, J. L. P., and will publish it as soon as we can. 
We hope he will pursue the inquiries he mentions, and furnish 
us with the results as he proposes. 





